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Evil Dolls: Child’s Play and Puppet Masters series summary
By: L. Andrew Cooper and Brandy Ball Blake

L. Andrew Cooper and Brandy Ball Blake wrote Evil Dolls: Child’s Play and Puppet Masters series. Cooper and Blake talk about how dolls in films have gotten life of their own. Dolls, as shown, are psychological ways to demonstrate fear in the objects and toys kids love the most. It’s the fear that even the most innocent objects can rebel against you. Many films have taken to this custom. Some to entertain kids with animated friendly-looking toys like the film Toy Story (1995) but, also to create terrifying thrillers and horrors such as Child’s Play (1988). The idea of having inanimate objects come to life is even more terrifying than any other thing. 
The original Child’s Play is about a serial killer, Charles Lee Ray, that escapes incarceration and instead of facing a long sentence in jail hides in a toy store. He was horribly wounded and because of this uses a voodoo spell to transfer his soul and mind into a toy. The doll ends up getting sold on the street to a woman named Karen Barclay. Andy, Karen’s son, wanted the doll for his birthday but being a single parent she had no way to obtain it except buying it off the street. The doll begins killing those close to Andy and no one believed it wasn't him. After finding out it was actually “Chucky” they burn the doll but he doesn’t die 
Likewise, Puppet Masters is about the mere possession of puppets to murder. Each individual puppet had a life and mind of it's own, a different way of killing and the reason to kill. This novel ties in perfectly with Don Macini's Child's Play. The whole point of these novels is to create a fear to those things that are innocent and impossible to consider as "menacing". Cooper and Blake's idea is how even the most innocent dolls can grow a feeling of uneasiness in us, or as Stephen King describes it, terror. 





