
Lesson Plan for Peer Review Workshop 
 
1) Lesson Objectives 

a) Encourage students to reflect on their previous peer review experiences 

b) Model acceptable peer review responses 

c) Engage in peer review conferences using the discussion board on Canvas 

2) Two days before peer review workshop. 

a) At the end of class, I will tell the students that they will be receiving instructions on how 

to prepare for the peer review workshop. These instructions will be distributed as an 

announcement on Canvas. I will take some time to show them the announcement before I 

send it out to ask if they have questions (see Appendix for preparation instructions). 

b) I will use Canvas to set up randomized groups comprising 4 students each. These groups 

will be the peer review discussion board groups for the peer review workshop during 

class.   

3) Discovery Activity (Day of class). 

a) In small groups, students will be prompted to discuss their previous experiences with peer 

review. They will focus on what both went well and what went poorly with these 

experiences. This will be done to help them distill characteristics of what makes a good 

peer review. We will discuss these characteristics as a class (see 4).  

4) Discussion of Good Peer Response Attributes 

a) I will give the students a chance to voice their thoughts on a good peer response.  

b) Following their answers, I will use PPT slides to reveal the specific characteristics of 

good peer response that I would like to emphasize. 

5) Good Peer Response Samples 

a)  The students will be giving written peer feedback through discussion board posts on 

Canvas. I will use PPT slides to show three good examples of written peer feedback. I 

will point out structural and content features that make the good peer feedback responses. 

The student will have access to the slides on campus to refer the examples as needed 

when they are writing their feedback.   

6) Peer Review Workshop. 

a) I will direct students to use their laptops to access the peer review discussion board 

assignment.  

b) I will tell them to upload their peer review drafts as a discussion board post. Only their 

fellow group members will be able to see the posts. 

c) I will go over further instructions for the students to help them fulfill their role as 

reviewers. This will be posted in the discussion board assignment description and on the 

PPT slides (see Appendix for peer reviewer instructions).  

d) I will organize the students into the groups previously created on Canvas. They will be 

asked to review papers for at least one other member of their group. If they review two, 

they can get a few points of extra credit for the assignment. They will decide among 

themselves who is reviewing who.  

e) Students will have until the end of class to review their peers’ papers. If they do not finish 

during class, they will have until 11:59 pm to finish on their own time.  

f) They will be instructed to post their peer feedback as reply to their peer’s original post 

containing the uploaded draft.  
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